renegade, but of how soon they could enlist the support of the
doughtiest champion m the field against the Red menace.      ;
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Thus in spite of his having been thrown out of three successive
constituencies, Mr Churchill's seemingly insoluble problem of
transition was, in fact, solved, and within a very few weeks he had
been quietly and officially adopted as Unionist candidate for the safe
constituency of Epping, at the now plainly foreshadowed General
Election

He had not long to wait Not many months had passed before the
Liberals, having earned no thanks or respect from anyone for their
experiment of putting the Socialists into power to spite the Tories,
were constrained to stultify themselves by turning them out again,
and at the subsequent election the wrath of the country was visited
upon them far more decisively than upon Labour. They returned a
powerless group of some fifty Members, at variance among themselves
Churchill, who had been duly returned by an enormous majority
for Epping, must have looked back on his late political home with
something of the feelings of Lot, glancing back over his shoulder in
the direction of the Dead Sea plain

He was on the top of the world again, but the best was yet to
come when Mr Baldwin, safely installed m power at the head of
the biggest Conservative majority since the Reform Bill, selected
him for the key and long-coveted post of Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer This was a sensational and unexpected move on the part
of the restored Premier, and put the crown on a political strategy as
daring and successful as any on Parliamentary record It is the
fashion to assume that Mr Baldwin muddled himself into his
undreamed-of victory through sheer fecklessness Since the secrets
of Mr, Baldwin's heart are known only to himself and his Maker,
neither of whom is likely to reveal them, all one can say is that
whether by luck or cunning, he proceeded accurately move by move
to what can only be judged as the ideally correct solution of an
extraordinarily difficult and complex problem And to make sense
of the story, it is best to assume that he knew what he was about.

On that assumption he may be judged to have attained not only
the chief, but every one of his objects He had arrested the drift to
disaster that was well under way when he had taken over the
Premiership, he had inflicted a damaging check on one of the two
rival parties, and shattered the dther beyond hope of recovery, he
h&d got a clear-cut decision on the question of Protection that
allowed him to go to the country without that electoral mulstone
round his neck; and most important of all, he had weaned the party
from the control of its reactionary, or diehard, element, and put it in a
way of Tory democracy calculated to secure the lion's share of the
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